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Home & School Association 

Meeting Minutes – Friday, September 24, 2021 

 

Principal’s Report 

Mr. Lawlor commented that the school year is off to a good start. The high school has only had 

a couple of COVID cases; please remind students to wear their masks and to stay home if they 

aren’t feeling well. 

 

The high school’s Club Fair was yesterday; it was a great event put on by the Student Council. 

 

Next week, there will be NJ Start Strong Assessments on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday for 

the high schoolers. This testing covers language arts, math and science. For those students who 

aren’t testing on a given day, it will be a shorter day, starting at 10 a.m. After testing, a full 

schedule with shorter classes will run. Please remind students to charge and bring their 

chromebooks, as well as a pen/pencil and calculator, for the testing. 

 

The PSAT will be held on October 13 for sophomores and juniors. 

 

Financial Aid Night will be October 5. 

 

Since Mr. Hill is out awaiting the birth of his 3rd child, Mr. Lawlor addressed the GRHS Athletics 

& Activity Report. Athletics are off to a good start. Field Hockey has a 4-0 record. Football plays 

Dwight Morrow tomorrow. Ridger Day for the high school will be October 8 at Hurrell Field 

after lunch. This kicks off Homecoming weekend. The administration is working with Student 

Council to come up with a way to do a Homecoming dance; more info to follow. 

 

The Middle School will have their version of the Club Fair on October 7. The Middle School 

Student Council is looking to hold an Activity Night on October 15. 

 

There is an Instagram account called GRHS Ridgers. Students are encouraged to follow this as 

it’s focused for the students. Morning announcements are posted here, as is information from 

Guidance, information for the yearbook, and other useful information for students. Parents are 

welcome to follow it too. 

 

Middle School Report 

HSA President Tara Arnett introduced Ms. Kim O’Donnell, the new Assistant Principal of the 

Middle School.  Ms. O’Donnell commented that she is excited to be here and explained some of 
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the things they are doing to look for opportunities to have the kids outside and engaged while 

the weather still allows. She is looking forward to an exciting year. 

 

Ms. O’Connor added some information on behalf of the School Nurse’s office. She asked 

parents to please keep their children home if they don’t feel well, even if they have gotten their 

COVID vaccine. She commented that the children have been following protocols and wearing 

their masks without complaints. The school is following CDC, state and local health department 

guidance with regards to COVID cases and who would have to quarantine when a case is 

reported. If your child is required to quarantine, you’ll hear from the nurse’s office. Nurse 

O’Connor does a lot of contact tracing and has been working very closely with the other nurses 

in the district, as well as with the local department of health. The question was raised about 

whether virtual learning is available for children who are sick. It was explained that if a child 

tests positive for COVID or if someone in their family tests positive and they haven’t been 

vaccinated and are required to quarantine, the child may access virtual learning. Virtual 

learning is NOT available for “regular” sick days. This isn’t just a decision made locally; the state 

mandate is that learning must be in-person, except under specific circumstances. 

 

GRHS Athletics & Activity Report 

 

Given by Mr. Lawlor on behalf of Mr. Hill--See Principal’s Report above 

 

Board of Education 

 

BOE President Betsy Ginsburg welcomed everyone back after our first full week of school this 

school year. There will be a Board of Education meeting on Monday night; the public session 

begins at 7 p.m. and will be live streamed as well as held in person. Masks are required to 

attend in person. The BOE accepts written communication. If you have written communication 

to be addressed, sent it to Mrs. Murphy by 10 a.m. on the day of the meeting to allow enough 

time for it to be included for the meeting. Communications received after 10 a.m. on the day of 

a meeting may be held over until the next BOE meeting. 

 

Olive Branch, the equity audit company, will be at the meeting to present the results of their 

recent survey. The goal of this is not to play any “blame game”, but to show us a way forward.  

 

Some people have noticed and commented about the number of personnel changes that were 

on the last BOE meeting agenda. Please keep in mind that these are reflective of all that 

happened over the summer months. This level of volatility is not unique to Glen Ridge; there 

are shortages and lots of movement all over the state. 
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On the upcoming agenda, there is a vote for approval of a new contract, a 3-year contract, for 

our administrators. The teachers contract and superintendent contract both are set to expire in 

June 2022, so the negotiations committee will be starting to work on those very soon. 

 

Ms. Ginsburg reminded everyone that with regards to the option for virtual learning, our 

guidance on that issue comes from the state. In recent days, the governor has hinted that there 

may some changes to the state’s current position on this; however, we don’t expect anything 

major to change. 

 

Remember, in this COVID environment, we very rarely make decisions on our own. Decisions 

either come to us from the State of New Jersey or from the local health director, and we are all 

trying to navigate this strange landscape in the best possible way. 

 

Before moving to the HSA reports, BOE member Duval Graham commented that at the last BOE 

meeting, President Betsy Ginsburg was celebrated for her 20 years of service to the Board of 

Education and the Glen Ridge community. 

 

HSA President Tara Arnett introduced the rest of the HSA Board: 

1st Vice President – Elizabeth Nuttycombe 

2nd Vice President – Jennifer Pine 

Treasurer – Lauren Johnson 

Secretary – Stephanie Koskuba 

Kristin O’Neil and Nicole Quinn are the Project Graduation 2022 co-chairs. 

 

HSA Treasurer’s Report 

Jennifer Pine read the Treasurer’s Report on behalf of Lauren Johnson. 

 

HSA holds two main accounts - an operating account and a savings account. The Operating 

account is our main checking account.  We currently have $1,695.98 in this account, with $300 

set aside for student grants, leaving $1,395.98 available. For the Savings account, we currently 

have $10,852.30 in our savings account.  We hold money for upcoming PG years in our savings 

account which includes money from social events and fundraisers for these grade levels before 

they reach senior year, when their money would be transferred to their own Project 

Graduation bank account under Home & School.  Money available in our savings account is 

$5,234.04. 

 

Total Funds Available = $6,630.02 

 

Home & School also oversees several Booster Accounts, which those groups manage on their 

own.  You can see those on the Financial Statement.  Project Graduation has not yet been 
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transferred over to PG 2022 as they are still closing out last year’s expenses.  Each year, the PG 

holds over $1,000 to start the next years’ PG funds. 

 

Recent account activity over the summer included the Agenda Sale which raised approximate 

$1,400.  We also stocked the teacher lounges with coffee, tea and fixings, and provided a bagel 

breakfast for the teachers and staff on their first day back to school. 

 

HSA President’s Report 

HSA President Tara Arnett reported that the spirit wear sale will remain open for about a week. 

She reminded everyone to follow the Glen Ridge High School – Middle School Facebook page.  

 

Also, Project Graduation co-chair Kristin O’Neil thanked everyone who came out for the event 

on Thursday; they are working through the numbers and will have that information soon. There 

will be a Project Graduation parent meeting via Zoom on October 12. In case anyone hasn’t yet 

heard, this year’s PG theme is Disney Cars. 

 

Thank You! 

Thanks to Tania Liddy and Anne Moisan for all of their work with Project Graduation 2021. 

Thanks to Julie Stolte for the Agenda Fundraiser. 

 

Vote: Funding Requests 

Mr. Lawlor requested $300 for pizza and refreshments for the Middle School Activity Night, 

which is being held on October 15. Jennifer Pine motioned; Duval Graham seconded. No 

objections. The motion passed. 

 

Mr. Lawlor mentioned that the Middle School Community Read details are still in the works so 

there will likely be a funding request for that coming soon. 

 

Vote: Meeting Minutes 

The June HAS Meeting Minutes need to be voted on for approval. Tara Arnett motioned; 

Jennifer Pine seconded. No objections. The motion passed. 

 

Next Meeting and Reminders 

The next HSA meeting will be held on October 15 at 8:45 a.m. Remember, we will be holding 

some evening meetings this year, so continue to watch email and the Facebook group for 

meeting details. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stephanie Koskuba 

GRHS HSA Secretary 


